
NCI Office of Cancer Survivorship: 

Overview and Opportunities to Engage

June 23, 2023
Michelle Mollica, PhD, MPH, RN, OCN



2

My Background
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But it started with a bell…



Overview of the 

NCI Office of 

Cancer 

Survivorship (OCS)
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NIH: Conducting and Supporting Research 
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1996

In recognition of 
the large number 
of individuals 
surviving cancer 
for long periods of 
time and their 
unique and poorly 
understood needs



Mission of OCS
To support research that both examines and addresses 
the long- and short-term physical, psychological, social, 
and economic effects of cancer and its treatment among 
pediatric and adult survivors of cancer and their families

Office of Cancer Survivorship
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Who is a 

Survivor?
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Cancer Survivor: An individual is considered a cancer survivor 

from the time of diagnosis, through the balance of life. 

Exponential Growth in the Number of 
Cancer Survivors
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Estimated number living with metastatic cancer, 2018

Gallicchio, et al. JNCI 2022.survivorship.cancer.gov



Perspective on “Survivor”

I strongly identify as a breast cancer survivor. It’s this 
seminal part of my young adulthood. But I feel 
differently about “survivor” in the context of having a 
glioblastoma, which is an incurable, grade four brain 
tumor. So, I identify as a breast cancer survivor, but a 
brain cancer patient.

Age 33, multiple cancers
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Werner-Lin, A, et al. Psychooncology. 2022.



Survivorship at Different Stages 
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What is 

Survivorship Care?



16Institute of Medicine. From cancer patient to cancer survivor: Lost in transition. 

Prevention/ 

surveillance of 

recurrence and 

new cancers 

Health 

promotion/ 

preventive care 

Surveillance/ 

management of 

effects of 

cancer and its 

treatment

Comprehensive Survivorship Care



Quality Care for Cancer Survivors
• National Academy of Medicine recommendations:

• Prevention and surveillance for recurrence

• Surveillance/ management of physical and psychosocial effects

• Promoting healthy lifestyle behaviors

• Identifying and managing comorbidities 

• Screening for subsequent cancers

• Monitoring and improving mental well-being

• Managing late- and long-term conditions

• Coordinating care
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Survivorship 

Grant Portfolio

2017-2021
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34.5%

12.1%

9.0%

9.7%

8.9%

Cancer Types



Population Focus
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Study Type
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Gaps in Survivorship Research

Populations that need more attention:
• Advanced and metastatic cancer survivors

• Older adult survivors

• Rare cancer survivors

Topics and methods:
• Health disparities experienced by specific groups of survivors:

Socioeconomically disadvantaged survivors

Sexual and gender minorities

Groups living in geographically rural areas

• Financial impacts of cancer (hardship, employment, health economics)
• Implementation science approaches
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Example OCS Areas of Interest

• Primary care for cancer survivors
• Understudied symptoms and toxicities
• Survivorship care delivery
• Specific populations

o People living with advanced and metastatic cancer
o Survivors of childhood, adolescent, and young adult (AYA) 

cancers
o Medically unsupported/underserved survivors: rural, low 

income, sexual and gender minority survivors 
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OCS Engagement 
with Survivors 



How Does OCS Engage with Survivor Advocates?

• Identify emerging unmet needs based on survivor 
perspectives

• Seek perspectives that inform NCI scientific initiatives

• Share survivor experiences as part of OCS webinars and 
NCI-led meetings

• Publish survivor stories on OCS website 

• Work with NCI Office of Advocacy Relations
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▪ As part of NCI’s Office of the Director, OAR engages cancer 

research advocates and organizations, serving as a link for 

advocate stakeholders to collaborate with NCI

▪ OAR works with individual research advocates, local and national 

advocacy groups, and professional societies to ensure the 

collective patient perspective is included in NCI efforts to 

advance cancer research and improve patient outcomes

advocacy.cancer.govOn the web

NCIadvocacy@nih.gov

@NCIadvocacy

Via email

On Twitter

NCI Office of Advocacy Relations (OAR)



Example Initiative: 

Survivorship 

Needs for People 

Living with 

Advanced and 

Metastatic Cancers



Meeting Agenda

• Keynote presentation: Dr. Ryan Nipp

• Patient/survivor panel

• Scientific Sessions: 

Symptom management
Epidemiology & 

surveillance 
Psychosocial research

Healthcare delivery 
research

Health behaviors research





Promote grant applications

Promote efforts to identify population

Assess and enhance available data resources

Understand unmet needs

Enhance awareness of need for research



Research to Understand and 
Address the Survivorship Needs 
of Individuals Living with 
Advanced Cancer
(R01 Clinical Trial Optional)

Next application date: September 2023

*NCI has committed $32.5M for this initiative 
*Requires engagement with survivors in all 
aspects of the research 
 Go to Survivorship.cancer.gov  for more information

New Funding 
Opportunity

RFA-CA-22-027



Office of Cancer Survivorship

EVENTS



















Bethany Ross

@CancerBadass

@Cancer.Badass  



canceradvocacy.org

Bethany’s Story

@CancerAdvocacy

• In August 2018, at the age of 30, after being sick for nine months, I 

was diagnosed with Stage IV neuroendocrine cancer in my 

appendix, pancreas, lymph nodes and spread to my liver. 

• I had two surgeries, including a liver resection and 4 months of 

hormone treatments to help my symptoms. 

• Currently having a recurrence in my stomach and on monthly 

treatments again.

• I joined CPAT in 2020 after hearing a session at CancerCon (young 

adult cancer conference) and knowing that I needed to make what 

happened to me mean something. 



canceradvocacy.org

@CancerAdvocacy



Thank You!
Michelle Mollica, PhD, MPH, RN, OCN

Office of Cancer Survivorship

michelle.mollica@nih.gov

@ShelMollica

mailto:michelle.mollica@nih.gov
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