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Julia Maués, Co-Founder of GRASP (Guiding Researchers and Advocates to
Scientific Partnerships) was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2013 while
pregnant. Following the Maues birth of a healthy baby boy, Julia did tests she
couldn’t do while pregnant and discovered the cancer had spread to her brain,
liver, and bones. After many treatment setbacks, her cancer began to respond
to treatment. Cancer is part of Julia’s life, but it doesn’t define her. Her goal is to
make an impact while she is alive in the lives of others dealing with this disease.
She has found meaning and purpose in working with patients and researchers to
make cancer research more patient-centered, innovative and inclusive.

Experimentation in Cancer Care: Inspired (or Forced) by the Pandemic?
Melissa S. Dillmon, MD, FASCO, is a doctor of Hematology and Oncology at
Harbin Clinic Cancer Center and serves on the board for Harbin Clinic. She has
been named a Fellow of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). Dr.
Dillmon, who also serves on the board for Harbin Clinic served as the chair of
ASCO’s State Affiliate Council, which gave her the opportunity to network with
physicians throughout the country, discussing how to bring the best possible
care to oncology patients. She also served as chair of ASCO’s Government
Relations Committee. After receiving her Medical Doctorate degree from Wake
Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC, Dr. Dillmon completed her residency
at the University of Alabama in Birmingham. Dr. Dillmon completed her
Fellowship in Hematology and Oncology at the Comprehensive Cancer Center
at University of Alabama, She is board certified by the American Board of
Internal Medicine (Internal Medicine & Medical Oncology). Dr. Dillmon is a member of the Medical Association
of Georgia, and a board member of the Georgia Society of Clinical Oncology (GASCO).

Asmita Mishra, MD is an assistant member of the Department of Blood and
Marrow Transplant at Moffitt Cancer Center. She is also an assistant professor
of oncology at the University of South Florida. Dr. Mishra’s clinical and research
interests include molecular therapies for myeloid and lymphoid disorders,
developing new transplant conditioning and post-transplantation maintenance
regimens for myeloid leukemias, and expanding transplantation therapies for
diseases of the elderly, such as myelodysplastic syndromes.

Brenda Marion Nevidjon, MSN, RN, FAAN, is the Chief Executive Officer of the
Oncology Nursing Society (ONS). Prior to joining the ONS staff, she had an
extraordinary nursing career of leadership in service and education. Through
diverse clinical and administrative experiences in Canada, Switzerland, and the
United States, she has devoted her energy to bridging practice settings and
academic environments to advance patient care, creating innovative work
environments, promoting scholarship in practitioners, and developing
leaders. After two decades in oncology clinical and administrative settings, she
transitioned to health care executive practice, culminating with her being the first
nurse and the first woman to be chief operating officer of Duke University
Hospital. Immediately prior to her position at ONS, she was a professor at Duke
University School of Nursing.
Nevidjon has helped develop professional nursing organizations at the local, national, and international
levels. She is past president of ONS and the Oncology Nursing Foundation. Other board service has included the
Association of Community Cancer Centers, the International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care, and the National
Cancer Policy Forum. Her bachelors is from Duke University School of Nursing, masters from University of North
Carolina School of Nursing, and doctoral study at the Fielding Graduate Institute and Duke. In addition to being
a fellow in the American Academy of Nursing, she completed the Johnson & Johnson - Wharton Fellows Program
in Management for Nurse Executives and the Robert Wood Johnson Nurse Executive Program. Among her
awards are the Duke University School of Nursing Distinguished Alumni Award, the ONS Trish Greene Quality of
Life Memorial Lectureship, and the American Nursing Association’s Honorary Recognition Award for sustained
contribution to the nursing profession.

Deborah Schrag, MD, MPH, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Dr. Schrag received her
medical degree from Columbia University in New York in 1991. She subsequently
completed her residency in Internal Medicine at Brigham and Women's Hospital,
and her fellowship in Medical Oncology at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. She
obtained a Masters in Public Health from the Harvard School of Public Health in
1998, and joined the staff of DFCI and Brigham and Women's Hospital. From 1999
through 2007, Dr. Schrag practiced medical oncology in the Division of
Gastrointestinal Oncology at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, where she
was an Associate Member and Associate Professor of Public Health and Medicine.
In 2007, she returned to DFCI and Brigham and Womens Hospital, where she is a
medical oncologist and clinical investigator in the Center for Gastrointestinal
Oncology. Her research focuses on utilization of new cancer treatment technologies at the population level.

Karen Winkfield, MD, PhD is the Executive Director of the Meharry-Vanderbilt
Alliance, a strategic partnership between Meharry Medical College and Vanderbilt
University Medical Center. Her primary responsibilities include working closely
with Vanderbilt University Medical Center and Meharry Medical College to ensure
their investigators have access to expert faculty collaborators, core resources and
services to catalyze innovative research.
Previously, she was an associate professor of Radiation Oncology at Wake Forest
University, associate director for Community Outreach and Engagement and
director of the Office of Cancer Health Equity at Wake Forest Baptist
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Prior to joining Wake Forest in August 2016,
Winkfield was a radiation oncologist at Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer
Center. She specializes in the use of radiation therapy in the treatment of hematologic malignancies (lymphoma,
leukemia, multiple myeloma, bone marrow transplantation) and breast cancer. She developed the first
comprehensive clinical program focused on hematologic malignancies in the Department of Radiation Oncology
at Massachusetts General Hospital. With support of collaborating oncologists, she also established the first
multidisciplinary clinic for patients with hematologic disorders. She’s a national expert in community
engagement with research focused on the design and implementation of programming to reduce sociocultural
and economic barriers that contribute to disparate health outcomes for racial/ethnic minorities and
underserved populations. While at Massachusetts General, Winkfield was a co-principal investigator of a $3
million grant that established the Lazarex-MGH Cancer Care Equity Program, a program designed to improve
clinical trial access and enrollment in vulnerable populations. She was responsible for the community outreach
and education component of the grant. She has continued this work at Wake Forest.

Mental Health and Cancer Survivors
Tamryn Gray, PhD, RN, MPH is an Instructor in Medicine at Harvard Medical School within
the Department of Psychosocial Oncology and Palliative Care at Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute and the Department of Medicine (Division of Palliative Medicine) at BWH. She
also holds joint roles as a research scientist within the Phyllis F. Cantor Center for Nursing
and Patient Services Research and a clinical-administrative role as a Clinical Nurse
Specialist in the Division of Stem Cell Transplantation and Cellular Therapies, Department
of Medical Oncology at DFCI.
She earned her undergraduate and MSN degrees from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, her MPH at Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health with a focus in Clinical and Social
Epidemiology, and her Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Gray has published peer-reviewed articles and
co-authored book chapters on topics related to solid tumors, palliative care, hematologic malignancies with a
special emphasis on patients undergoing hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, and family caregivers of
people with cancer. She has received grant funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Oncology
Nursing Foundation, the American Cancer Society, and the Oppenheimer Family POPC Research Grants Program,
and is a past Hospice and Palliative Nurses Association Research Scholar. Dr. Gray also serves as the Co-Chair for
the Caregiver Special Interest Group within the American Psychosocial Oncology Society. Her clinical expertise is
hematology/oncology and blood and marrow transplantation, and she spent several years practicing in these
areas at Duke University Hospital.
Susan Hedlund, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C, is the Director of Patient/Family
Services at the Oregon Health and Science University. She has been an
oncology social worker for thirty years and specializes in the development
and provision of psychosocial support services for people with cancer and
their loved ones. Currently she supervises adult oncology social workers at
OHSU and coordinate wellness offerings of yoga, mindfulness-based stress
reduction, exercise, massage, and retreats for people with cancer. Previously,
she directed the cancer counseling program at Cancer Care Resources (a
program of the NW Cancer Specialists), and also directed the Palliative Care
Program at Hospice and Palliative Care of Washington County.
She has spoken and written extensively about the impact of cancer on
individuals and families, and on palliative and end of life care. She is a Senior Scholar for the Center for Ethics at
OHSU. Is a past-president of the Association of Oncology Social Work.

Patsy Hinson is a 15-year survivor of recurrent ovarian cancer. She is a carrier
of the BRCA gene mutation, as is her daughter. At the time of her diagnosis,
community resources to connect with other survivors were limited. Therefore,
she developed a support group for survivors of ovarian cancer where survivors
could share openly. She also started the Survivors Teaching Students Program
(sponsored by the Ovarian Cancer Research Alliance) in her community and
continues to be an active speaker in that program and the Woman to Woman
Program. Patsy has served on the CDMRP Ovarian Cancer Research Program as
a consumer reviewer. She currently serves as an equal member of a clinical
trial team. Patsy believes that the emotional impact of having cancer is the
hardest part of a cancer diagnosis. When first diagnosed, she authored a blog
titled Cancer Emotions.

Wenora Johnson is a patient advocate and NCCS Elevate Ambassador. Wenora was
diagnosed with colorectal cancer in 2011 and has since been diagnosed with two
additional cancers. Her diagnoses have solidified the need to understand how patients
will get the care they need for ongoing treatment. Wenora has since become a
volunteer and advocate, attending several trips to Capitol Hill to speak on behalf of
survivors by voicing their concerns about patient care, the future of health care, and
pressing need for more mental health support. Wenora believes in continuing the
conversation about ongoing financial, policy, and health care needs.

Keynote Address: COVID, Cancer Care, and Cancer Research
Norman (Ned) Sharpless, MD was officially sworn in as the 15th director of the
National Cancer Institute (NCI) on October 17, 2017. Prior to his appointment, Dr.
Sharpless served as the director of the Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center at the
University of North Carolina (UNC), a position he held since 2014.
Dr. Sharpless was a Morehead Scholar at UNC–Chapel Hill and received his
undergraduate degree in mathematics. He went on to pursue his medical degree from
the UNC School of Medicine, graduating with honors and distinction in 1993. He then
completed his internal medicine residency at the Massachusetts General Hospital and
a hematology/oncology fellowship at Dana-Farber/Partners Cancer Care, both of
Harvard Medical School in Boston. After 2 years on the faculty at Harvard Medical School, he joined the faculty
of the UNC School of Medicine in the Departments of Medicine and Genetics in 2002. He became the Wellcome
Professor of Cancer Research at UNC in 2012. Dr. Sharpless is a member of the Association of American
Physicians and the American Society for Clinical Investigation, and is a Fellow of the Academy of the American
Association of Cancer Research. He has authored more than 160 original scientific papers, reviews, and book
chapters, and is an inventor on 10 patents. He cofounded two clinical-stage biotechnology companies: G1
Therapeutics and Sapere Bio (formerly HealthSpan Diagnostics). Dr. Sharpless served as Acting Commissioner
for Food and Drugs at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for 7 months in 2019, before returning to the NCI
directorship.

